
Reminder Regarding Signature Requirements 
 
Power of Attorney or Evidence of legal Authorization to Sign for Petitioners and Applicants  
 
Each USCIS Service Center has established long-term working relationships with frequent filers; 
however, the filing location for certain immigration benefit applications changed effective April 1, 2006.  
As a result, there may be instances where the attorney or accredited representative signed the petition or 
benefit application, but did not provide a copy of the current Power of Attorney or other legal evidence of 
authorization to sign on behalf of the petitioner or applicant, because of the long-standing working 
relationship with the prior filing location.  USCIS wishes to remind all attorneys and accredited 
representatives of the legal requirement to include a copy of the current Power of Attorney (or other 
evidence of legal authorization) when signing on behalf of petitioners and applicants.  If the required 
Power of Attorney is missing, USCIS will issue a request for evidence (RFE) instead of rejecting the 
petition, but only for filings received through June 30, 2006.  Effective July 1, 2006, USCIS will reject 
any petition or benefit application signed by the attorney or accredited representative that is not 
accompanied by a current Power of Attorney or other evidence of legal authorization to sign on behalf of 
the petitioner or applicant.   
 
Legal Requirements for Attorneys and Accredited Representatives Signing Form G-28, Notice of 
Appearance 
 
Attorneys and accredited representatives filing any petition or immigration benefit application on behalf 
of petitioners and applicants must sign Form G-28, Notice of Appearance, and include the original with 
the filing.   USCIS will continue accepting original Form G-28 bearing the facsimile signature of the 
attorney or accredited representative, e.g., a stamped signature, as allowed under the regulations 
governing the filing of applications and petitions and longstanding operational guidance.    
 
Legal Requirements for the Signature on Petitions and Immigration Benefit Applications  
 

 Attorneys and Accredited Representatives:  The signature of any attorney or accredited 
representative who has been granted legal authorization to sign on behalf of the petitioner or the 
applicant must be in the original.    

 
 Applicants and Petitioners:  Applicants and petitioners must sign their respective applications 

and petitions.  The signature must be an original signature. Parents and legal guardians may sign 
for children under age 14.  Legal guardians may sign for individuals who are incompetent to sign.  
In such cases, the filing must include evidence of parentage or legal guardianship, if not 
otherwise required for the immigration benefit being sought. 

 
 Acceptable Original Signature for Paper Filings:  An acceptable signature is one that is 

handwritten.  Signature facsimiles, e.g., stamps, do not meet USCIS regulatory requirements for 
acceptable signatures.    While attorneys and accredited representatives may place a facsimile 
signature on Form G-28, the application or petition must bear their original signature, if they are 
signing on behalf of the petitioner or applicant pursuant to a current Power of Attorney or other 
legal authorization.    

 
 Acceptable Signature for E-Filings:  Electronic signature rules apply to forms filed 

electronically, as per the instructions on the form.   


